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School Attendance, Truancy & Chronic Absenteeism:

What Parents Need to Know

Missing a day here or there may not seem like a problem. But absences add up
quickly. And these missed school days can have a big impact on your child's learning
and overall health. Missing two days a month—excused or unexcused—can add up to

a child being considered chronically absent.

According to research highlighted in the 2019 American Academy of Pediatrics policy
statement, The Link Between School Attendance and Good Health, at least 10% of
kindergarten and first-grade students missed a month or more of the school year.

Tips to help keep attendance on track:

1) Help your child get a good night's sleep. Keep bedtime consistent.

2) Prep the night before to streamline your morning. Take out uniform and backpack ready.

3) Don't have your child stay home unless they are truly sick. Reasons to keep your child

home from school include a temperature greater than 101 degrees, vomiting, diarrheaq, a

hacking cough, toothache or a positive tests for COVID-19 or other infectious illnesses.

Keep in mind, complaints of frequent stomachaches or headaches can be a sign of anxiety

and may not be a reason to stay home.

4) Try to schedule dental or medical appointments before or after school hours. If children

have to miss school for medical appointments, have them return immediately afterward so

they do not miss the entire day.

5) Talk with your child about the reasons why they do not want to go to school. School-

related anxiety can lead to school avoidance. Talk to your child about their physical and

emotional symptoms.

Congratulations to our Classroom Attendance Winners

for the 1st Quarter:
-Kindergarten had a tie between Ms. Bonnewell & Ms. Williams
-Ms. Adams Ist grade class
-Ms. Milian-Holmes 4th grade class
Mr. Serventi's 6th grade class

Enjoy your pizza party!
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Attendance and punctuclity pave the way jor success!
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